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Religious  freedom  bill  dies  in 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee 


By  Tom  Strode 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  Committee,  ending  any  chance  of  bill  passed. 

Religious  Freedom  Restoration  the  bill  being  voted  on  by  the  com-  "In  spite  of  what  happened  in 
Act  tailed  to  clear  the  Senate  Judi-  mittee  or  the  full  Senate  until  the  this  Congress  or,  for  that  matter, 
ciary  Committee,  killing  any  next  session  of  Congress.  At  the  what  will  happen  in  the  presiden- 
hopes  of  passage  in  the  final  days  time.  Congress  was  scheduled  to  tial  election,  we  are  confident  that 
of  the  1992  congressional  session.  atijoum  Oct.  6.  RFRA  will  be  law  in  the  near 

RFRA,  S.  2969  in  the  Senate  and  “We’re  very  disappointed  in  future,”  said  James  A.  Smith, 
H.R.  2797  in  the  House,  is  Sen.  Simpson’s  actions  at  the  director  of  government  relations 
designed  to  return  the  free  exercise  markup,”  said  Brent  Walker,  Bap-  for  the  Christian  Life  Commission, 
of  religion  to  its  status  before  the  tist  Joint  Committee  associate  gen-  “Having  said  that,  Southern  Bap- 
Supreme  Court’s  much-criticized  eral  counsel.  “We  had  hoped  to  tists  should  redouble  their  efforts 
1990  Employment  Division  v.  have  the  bill  reported  out  and  get  it  to  make  this  so.” 

Smith  opinion.  to  the  floor...  but  we’re  still  very  Strode  is  director,  media  & 

Sen.  Alan  Simpson  put  a  hold  on  optimistic  that  next  Congress  we  news  information,  Washington 
RFRA  Oct.  2  in  the  Judiciary  can  rally  our  effort”  and  get  the  office,  CLC. 

Honduran  men  catch  spiritual  fire 
after  meeting  with  Mississippians 

By  Stanley  Stamps  _ 

A  year  ago  at  the  dose  of  the  Hon- 

duras  Baptist  Men’s  Congress,  the  |M9|  ***  to. 

outgoing  national  coordinator,  Car-  «  °4 

k*  Mendoza,  recommended  that  the 

Baptist  Men  of  Honduras  extend  an  ||j  'TSwtMLn*  i  -*  M 

invitation  to  the  B^xist  Men  of  Mis-  B  Jfo? 

sissippi  to  participate  in  the  1992  rONSItf V  -  |  I 

congress.  The  newly-elected  coordi-  ^  ^ 

nator,  Hermelindo  Maldonado,  made  ^ 

formal  request  through  the  Mis- 
sissippi  Brotherhood  office  and  the 

Honduras  Mission  ^ 

Board. 

hirst  Church.  Ocean  Springs,  and 

David  Langston,  a  layman  from  ■ 

•  ■  Lc  ■-■•PH 

responded  to  the  invitation.  They  .Iffif-'h .#■ 
were  met  in  Tegucigalpa  by  South-  ^  «  Mkmmm  m***—*'- 

em  Baptist  missionary  Stanley  ' 

Stamps  and  taken  to  the  Baptist  Paul  David  Aultman  (above,  standing  at  center),  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Encampment  at  Lake  Yojoa.  Ocean  Springs,  leads  participants  in  prayer  at  the  fourth  annual  Honduras 

Over  230  men  and  boys  enrolled  Baptist  Men’s  Congress  at  the  Baptist  encampment  at  Lake  Yojoa,  Hon- 
for  the  congress,  which  was  held  at  duras.  Honduran  pastor  Anibal  Flores  (above,  standing  at  left)  also  partici- 
the  lakeside  retreat  facility.  The  pro-  pated  in  the  service.  David  Langston  (below,  seated  at  left),  a  layman 
gram  was  perhaps  the  best  in  history  from  Crossgates  Church,  Brandon,  and  Aultman  package  Mississippi  but- 
and  the  resporee  was  overwhelming,  terbeans  at  the  home  of  Honduran  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Stanley 
Paul  and  David  were  very  good  in  Stamps  for  distribution  to  residents  around  the  encampment.  (Photos  by 
their  presentations  in  spite  of  having  Stanley  Stamps) 
to  speak  through  interpreters  to  as 

f 

ership  participated  m  tlx-  program  to  M 

Me 

It  was  evident  that  there  ls  a  grow-  HpLi  '  V^f 

increased  desire  to  be  involved 

missions.  Ait  offering  of  $80  y-o 

received  as  the  first  such  missions  — 


uy  Henderson 


Keith  Parks  and 
Bold  Mission  Thrust 


Some  are  already  calling  the  Bold  from  their  state  Baptist  papers.  tion.  They  come  at  the  wrong  time, 

Mission  Thrust  the  “Bold  Mission  The  board  is  facing  some  critical  often  go  to  die  wrong  places,  do 
Bast,”  bat  don’t  write  it  off  yet.  worid  issues.  The  massive  migra-  their  thing,  and  go  home,"  is  an  oft 
Baptists  are  still  geared  to  evange-  tion  of  peoples  from  south  to  north,  quoted  remark.  The  short-term 
lism  and  are  reaching  people  in  from  Iks  developed  to  more  devel-  looks  good  but  the  long  range 
innovative  ways.  Hunter  Riggins,  oped  nations  is  a  major  trend.  The  results  are  not  too  good, 

former  Foreign  Mission  Board  FMB  is  daily  studying  a  strategy  The  fall  of  communism,  the 

trustee,  says,  "Keith  Parks’  leader-  for  die  16.5  million  refugees,  the  refugee  problem,  and  die  hunger 
drip  and  vision  have  been  a  catalyst  sharing  of  information  with  con-  for  the  English  language  and  West- 
for  global  evangelism.”  ventions  overseas,  and  population  em  culture  have  produced  fertile 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  shifts  and  urbanization  which  will  fields  of  evangelism.  The  mobility 

BMT  goals  by  AD.  2000  included  affect  all  the  work.  of  Americans  and  a  hunger  to  "do 

5,000  missionaries.  From  1976  to  Islam  continues  to  be  a  chief  missions”  has  produced  a  host  of 
1991  there  has  been  a  46%  increase  competitor  to  Christianity.  Islamic  volunteers  and  we  praise  the  Lord 
in  the  number  of  missionaries;  growth  comes  mainly  from  the  for  it 

today  we  have  3,906.  Also,  we’ve  2.7%.  biological  growth  in  Islamic  We  have  flooded  certain  fields 
gone  from  82  countries  to  122;  from  countries.  Coping  with  the  modem  and  neglected  other  areas.  The  vol- 
7,584  churches  to  27,932,  or  a  worid  has  caused  many  Muslims  to  unteer  work  must  be  coordinated 
268%  increase.  In  the  past  15  years  be  more  responsive  to  Christianity,  for  prime  effectiveness.  As  Keith 
baptisms  have  increased  188%  and  The  continued  development  of  Parks  stated,  "Volunteers  can  never 
seminary  enrollment  by  283%.  The  technology  has  carried  mission  replace  the  career  missionary.”  We 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  not  for-  work  from  the  drum-beat  to  the  need  both.  We  also  need  coopera- 
gotten  the  mission  thrust  and  this  satellite  systems.  In  widening  dr-  tion  and  coordination, 
work  will  continue.  cles  missionaries  are  using  new  Parks  and  others  have  laid  a 

The  strongest  effort  of  the  FMB  means  of  communication  with  eth-  strong  foundation,  a  superb  organi- 
appears  to  be  in  the  area  of  volun-  nic,  tribal,  and  other  groups  worid-  zation,  and  launched  a  vision  for 
teers.  There  was  a  909%  increase  wide.  sharing  Christ  with  the  world. 

—  from  1,200  to  12,108  —  in  the  It  has  been  suggested  by  Russian  Today  we  see  a  new  era  in  modem 
15-year  span.  Much  of  this  is  the  believers  that  we  count  baptisms  missions.  It  is  a  new  worid  in  the 
result  of  missionary  education,  and  not  raised  hands  at  an  evange-  sense  of  technology  but  man’s  need 
Recently  die  FMB  published  infer-  lism  meeting.  The  rapid  influx  into  remains  the  same.  Our  methods 
mation  from  a  poll  declaring  die  Russia  by  almost  every  denomina-  will  change  but  the  message  and 
larger  percentage  of  our  people  get  tion,  many  evangelistic  organiza-  the  goal  must  remain  the  same, 
their  mission  information  from  dons,  and  even  individual  churches  Since  1845,  yea  since  A.D.  30, 
their  state  papers.  The  age  group  is  getting  to  be  a  sore  spot  to  Russ-  Christians  have  been  interested  in 
45-75  gets  72%,  the  25-44  age  ian  churches.  “It  is  good  for  them  to  sharing  the  gospel.  We  dare  not  do 
group  gets  56%  of  its  information  come,  but  it  needs  better  coordina-  less. 

Guest  opinion... 

Militant  feminists  hurt  cause  of  women 

By  John  E.  Roberts 

Militant  feminists  do  women  a  They  include  pastors,  ministers  of 
disservice  in  their  church  partici-  music,  others.  Their  theology 
pation.  Theologians  are  in  general  leaves  something  lacking  when 
agreement  that  women  have  been  they  tamper  with  well-loved 
badly  treated  throughout  the  histo-  hymns.  “Dear  Lord  and  Father  of 
ry  of  the  Christian  church.  They  Mankind”  becomes  “Dear  Lord 
have  been  denied  places  of  leader-  creator  of  us  all.”  It  reaches  a  new 
shq)  other  than  in  “women’s  orga-  extreme  when  the  Trinity  is 
n« rations,”  given  only  token  places  changed  from  "Father,  Son,  and 
on  committees  dominated  by  men,  Holy  Spirit”  to  “Creator,  sustainer, 
often  denied  opportunity  to  speak  and  comforter.” 
in  church  meetings.  Women  face  discrimination  in 

Many  churches  are  moving  deci-  the  work  place.  They  face  it  in 
sively  to  change  that.  In  some  of  business  transactions.  And  they  oUna  BAPTIST  COURIER, 
these  the  effort  is  being  hindered 

by  feminists  who  want  to  re-write  T?  _  ,1  !  ,  -  ... 

the  Bible.  They  would  erase  gen  IVGllglOUS  XvL£ 
der  in  all  reference  to  God.  He 

would  not  be  “God,  the  Father,”  WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
and  for  that  matter  not  even  “he.”  Christians,  not  politicians,  are  the 
Nor  would  Jesus  Christ  be  the  ones  who  have  been  hurt  by  the 
"Son  of  God.”  Agreed,  God  is  alliance  of  the  Religious  Right  with 
spirit  and  therefore  has  no  gender,  the  Republican  Patty,  a  former 
But  God  revealed  himself  in  mas-  White  House  press  secretary  said, 
culine  terms  and  referred  to  Jesus  Jody  Powell,  press  secretary  to 
Christ  as  his  “Beloved  Son.”  We  President  Jimmy  Carter  and  a 
would  do  well  to  accept  the  name.  member  of  Rnt  Church,  Washing- 
Many  militant  feminists  are  men.  ton,  D.C.,  addressed  a  group  of 


The  Nobles  Legacy 


■  Lewis  Nobles  came  to  Missis-  for  tfielafe£t  12-month  session, 
sippi  College  25  years  ago  It  has  one  of  the  largest  ratios  of 
believing  that  education  still  Merit  Scholars  in  the  southeast, 
changes  lives.  It  has  been  a  The  college  has  operated  in  the 
quarter  century  of  educational  black  during  Nobles’  entire 
excellence.  tenure  and  endowment  is  6 

In  the  last  century,  as  Baptists  times  greater  than  25  years  ago. 
spread  out  from  the  eastern  Diplomas  number  27,000  since 
seaboard,  many  desired  to  orga-  its  founding  and  Lewis  Nobles’ 
nize  a  state  convention.  Unoffi-  signature  is  found  on  almost 
dally  there  were  two  prerequi-  60%  of  them.  Small  wonder  that 
sites:  a  Baptist  college  and  a  Nobles  was  identified  by  his 
Baptist  paper.  Mississippi  had  peers  as  being  among  the  18 
Mississippi  College  eight  years  most  effective  college  presi- 
affcer  statehood  and  several  Bap-  dents  in  America, 
tist  papers  prior  to  1877  when  Nobles  has  shown  the  ability 
the  Baptist  Record  came  into  to  surround  himself  with  an  able 
existence.  staff  and  a  superior  faculty.  The 

Since  1826  Mississippi  Col-  academic  reputation  and  Christ- 
lege  has  sought  to  serve.  In  the  ian  environment  draw  many  stu- 
last  40  years  the  pace  has  accel-  dents  to  MC.  We  salute  Lewis 
e rated.  The  enrollment  has  dou-  Nobles  for  all  these  remarkable 
bled  in  the  25  years  of  the  achievements  and  may  his 
Nobles  legacy  and  is  now  5438  "tribe”  increase.  —  GH 


is,  most 


sored  by  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit-  tians  has  eroded.  "The  people  who  The  tragedy,  Powell  said,  is  that 
tee,  a  religious-liberty  coalition.  put  that  together  from  the  political  politicians  took  advantage  of 
“Almost  inevitably...  when  orga-  side  and  benefitted  from  it  do  not  Christians  in  the  same  way  they 
nized  religion  gets  itself  too  close  feel  ticked  off  and  discouraged.  But  use  other  groups  for  their  own 
to  the  political  process  and  to  parti-  many  from  the  religious  side  do.”  gain.  "On  the  political  side,  the 
san  politics,  it  is  religion  which  Powell  said  he  sees  the  influence  people  who  were  benefithng  from 
suffers,”  Powell  said.  of  the  Religious  Right  declining  that  did  not  believe  what  they  were 

Powell  said  the  Republican  Party  and  is  saddened  that  many  Chris-  saying.” 


Turner,  Laura!,  vice-chairman;  Tommy 
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Gregory  resignation  “firm” 
from  First  Church,  Dallas 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  First  Church 
pf  Dallas,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  largest  congregation, 
will  begin  searching  for  a  new  pas¬ 
tor,  according  to  a  church 
spokesman,  after  an  Oct  6  meeting 
between  Joel  Gregory,  who  unex¬ 
pectedly  resigned  the  pulpit  a  week 
earlier,  and  two  deacon  officials. 

Gregory,  who  indicated  bis  resig¬ 
nation  was  “firm,”  was  called  two 
years  ago  as  successor  to  W.A. 
Criswell,  whose  48th  year  as  pastor 
of  the  28, 000- member  congrega¬ 
tion  was  marked  in  special  Oct  11 
services  at  the  church.  Gregory  in 
his  resignation  cited  difficulties 
with  the  transition  period  from 
Criswell,  who  has  remained  at  the 
church  as  senior  pastor  and  has 


By  Art  Toalston 

shared  preaching  duties  with  Gre¬ 
gory. 

“He  (Gregory)  did  not  ask  that 
his  resignation  be  reconsidered,  nor 
did  die  deacon  leadership  ask  Dr. 
Gregory  to  reconsider  or  return  as 
pastor,”  said  church  spokesman 
Ron  Harris  in  a  press  release  about 
the  Oct.  6  meeting  with  Gregory 
and  his  wife,  Linda,  and  Bo  Sex¬ 
ton,  chairman  of  First  Baptist’s 
deacons,  and  David  Wicker,  vice 


“In  the  meeting,  Mr.  Sexton  and 
Mr.  Wicker  expressed  love  for  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Gregory  and  their  family, 
as  did  the  Gregorys  for  the  church 
family.  All  parties  considered  the 
meeting  to  be  one  of  closure.” 

Thus  the  church  will  embark  on 


the  same  process  that  led  it  through 
a  27-month  search  for  Gregory, 
who  came  to  the  congregation 
from  the  pastorate  of  Fort  Worth’s 
Travis  Avenue  Church. 

“The  vast  majority  of  the 
(church’s)  people  are  really  seek¬ 
ing  God’s  direction,  openly,  hon¬ 
estly,  prayerfully,”  Harris  told 
Baptist  Press  when  asked  about  a 
Dallas  Morning  News  story  Oct  3 
quoting  several  Hrst  Church  mem¬ 
bers  as  saying  Gregory  was  in  a 
power  struggle  with  Criswell. 

Harris  confirmed  Oct.  3  that 
Criswell  will  move  his  office  from 
First  Church  to  the  east  Dallas  col¬ 
lege  campus.  •- 

Toalston  is  i 
tist  Press. 


FMB  search  narrowed  to  two  men, 
both  with  missionary  experience 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  —  The 
search  for  a  new  president  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  been 
narrowed  to  two  men,  both  former 
missionaries. 

The  search  committee  is  now 

K>ised  to  choose  between  Don 
ammerdiener,  FMB  executive 
vice  president,  and  Avery  Willis,  an 
administrator  at  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  according  to  two  members 
-of  the  search  committee. 

One  of  the  candidates  is  likely  to 
become  the  next  president  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  succeeding 
37-year  missions  veteran  Keith 
Parks.  Parks  announced  his  early 
retirement  in  March,  complaining 
the  theological-political  controver¬ 
sy  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  infiltrated  the  FMB’s  over¬ 
seas  work. 

Although  FMB  trustees  were 
scheduled  to  meet  Oct.  12-14  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  they  were  not 
expected  to  vole  on  a  new  president 
then.  Committee  members  said  no 
led1 


By  Greg  Warner  and  Robert  Dilday 

choice  has  been  made  between  the 
two  finalists.  However,  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  convene  during  the  three- 
day  trustee  meeting  —  Parks’  last 

—  and  may  pick  its  nominee. 
Another  committee  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Oct  30-31. 

Several  committee  members 
declined  to  discuss  their  two  top 
candidates.  But  two  committee 
members  confirmed  the  selection  of 
K ammerdiener  and  Willis  on  the 
condition  of  anonymity.  “That’s 
where  we  are  right  now,”  said  one. 
Two  other  committee  members 

—  John  Greene  of  Lake  Worth, 
Fla.,  and  Terry  Williams  of 
Batesville  —  deferred  to  search 
chairman  Joel  Gregory  of  Dallas. 
“We  decided  early  on  that  we’d  let 
our  chairman  speak  for  us,” 
explained  Greene. 

Gregory  was  in  seclusion  and 
unavailable  for  comment. 

Hoyt  Savage  of  Las  Vegas,  Nev., 
also  declined  to  identify  the  two 
finalists  but  he  added:  “We  have 


SBC  Cooperative  Program 
ends  year  below  budget 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  Coopera- . 
live  Program  receipts  finished 
fiscal  year  1991-92  slightly 
below  budget  needs  as  well  as 
below  the  previous  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Morris  H.  Chapman,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 


Chapman  said  the  funds 
received  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  1991-92  totaled 
$138,234,734  compared  to  the 
budget  goal  of  $140,710,282  or 
98.24%  of  the  budget  goal.  The 
1991-92  receipts  also  are  1.40% 
-or  $1,965,659  below  the  previous 
year’s  receipts  of  $140,200394. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
157th  Session 

November  10-11, 1992 
First  Church,  Jackson 

Ponder  Anew  What  the 
Almighty  Can  Do 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  OFFICERS 
President  W.W.  Walley,  Waynesboro 

Hrst  Vice-President  Edgar  Lee  Wright,  Brookhaven 

Second  Vice-President  David  Norris,  Louisville 

Recording  Secretary  J.W.  Blister,  Madison 

Associate  Recording  Secretary  W.  Levon  Moore,  Kosciusko 

November  10 

Tuesday  Morning  First  Session 

Ponder  anew  what  the  Almighty  desires...  Matt.  28:16-20 
8:45  Prelude  Organist/Pianist,  First  Church,  Jackson 

8:50  Sounding  of  the  Gavel  W.W.  Walley 

8:55  Choral  Praise  Sanctuary  Choir,  First  Church,  Waynesboro 

Wayne  Meeks,  Director 


9:05 


9:15 


interviewed  two  candidates....  Our 
chokes  are  excellent  choices.  Peo¬ 
ple  will  be  pleased.” 

Although  the  search  is  focusing 
on  Willis  and  Kammerdiener,  the 
committee  has  not  limited  itself  to 
those  two,  sources  said. 

Avery  Willis  acknowledged  be 
and  the  committee  have  held  a 
“preliminary”  interview  but  he  said 
he  had  not  talked  further  with  com¬ 
mittee  members  about  their  selec¬ 
tion.  Kammerdiener  would  not  con¬ 
firm  that  he  had  been  interviewed 
for  the  post  “That’s  something  the 
search  committee  needs  to  respond 
to,”  he  said. 

Over  the  years,  both  Kammerdi¬ 
ener,  56,  and  Willis,  58,  have 
worked  closely  with  Parks,  who 
turns  65  Oct.  23  and  will  leave  the 
FMB  Oct  31. 

Willis  and  Parks  served  together 
as  missionaries  in  Indonesia  in  the 
1960s,  and  Parks  later  became  area 
director  supervising  Willis  and 
other  missionaries  in  the  region. 
After  serving  14  years  on  the  mis¬ 
sion  field,  including  ' ,  years  as 
president  of  the  Indonesian  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  (1972-78), 
Willis  returned  to  the  United  States. 

Willis  is  now  director  of  the  adult 
department  of  the  discipleship  and 
family  division  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board.  He  is  credited  with 
developing  the  popular  MasterLife 
discipleship  program,  which  he  fi*St 
used  on  the  mission  field. 

Warner  is  director  of  Associat¬ 
ed  Baptist  Press;  Dilday  writes 
for  Virginia  RELIGIOUS  HER¬ 
ALD. 


Congregational  Praise 
Scripture,  Matthew  28:16-20 
Prayer 

Organization  of  the  Convention 
Recognition  and  Seating  of  Messengers 
Report  of  Committee  on  Order  of  Business 
Tellers  and  Credentials  Committees 
Welcome 
Bible  Treasure 

Report  of  Committee  on  Committees 
Presentation  of  Resolutions 
Congregational  Praise 
How  I  Met  Jesus  Testimony 
Election  of  President 

Choral  Praise  Sanctuary  Choir,  First  Church,  Waynesboro 
President’s  Address  W.W.  Walley 

Benediction  John  Henry 


Wayne  Meeks 
Michael  Perry 
Jerry  Lee 

W.W.  Walley 
Bill  Bacon 
W.W.  Walley 
Jim  Baker 
John  Phillips 
James  T.  Bryant 
Nathan  Barber 

TJ.  Jennings 


9:30 

9:55 

10:00 

10:15 

1030 

1035 

1030 

10:55 

11:30 


Tuesday  Afternoon  Second  I 

Ponder  anew  what  the  Almighty  is  doing...  Psalm  105:1 
Prelude  Organist/Pianist,  Hrst  Church,  Jackson 


1:40 

1:45 


2:00 


2:30 

2:35 

2:40 

2:45 

2:50 

3:15 

3:30 


4:00 

4:05 

4:10 

4:45 


Sounding  of  the  Gavel 
Congregational  Praise 
Scripture,  Psalm  105:1-5 
Prayer 

How  I  Met  Jesus  Testimony 
Testimony  in  Song 
Business  Session 
Presentation  of  1993  Budget 
Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Miscellaneous  Business 
Discipleship  Training 
Executive  Committee 
and  Stewardship  Commission 
Seminary  Extension  Presentation 
Congregational  Praise 
Bible  Treasure 
Convention  Board  Report 
Business  Session 
Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Report  of  Constitution 
and  Bylaws  Committee 
Miscellaneous  Business 
Congregational  Praise 
Vocal  Praise 
Message 
Benediction 


Edgar  Wright 
Lee  Gordon 
Ben  Atkinson 
Harvey  Ellis 
Sheldon  Gooch 


Larry  Otis 


Mose  Dangerfield 

John  E.  Rush 
George  Knight 

John  Phillips 
P.J.  Scott 


Anthony  Kay 


Testament,  Mississippi  State  BSU 
Wayne  Ward 
David  Claxton 


Tuesday  Evening,  Third  Session 

Ponder  anew  what  the  Almighty  has  done...  Psalm  145:1-6 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


6:30  »—  Tale  of  the  tickets  doesn’t  add  up: 

Milfred  Valentine,  Director  * 

6:40  Choral  Praise  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  lottery  creates,  then  treats  addicts 

7:00  Congregational  Praise  Grahn  Smith 

Scripture,  Psalm  145:1-6  Bob  Maddux  By  WQIiain  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Prayer  Dennis  Ray  Smith  Third  in  a  series  ment,  and  suicidal  despair.  These  order,  in  which  a  person  is  chroni- 

7-m  uftu,  t  T»dimnfiu  t  „  big  losers  do  not  receive  the  same  cally  and  progressively  unable  to 

*  ow  IMet  Jesus  Testimony  Us  Hatcher  In  Texas,  help  for  the  compulsive  public  attention  as  the  big  win-  resist  the  impulse  to  gamble.  A 

/:15  Hnal  Presentation  of  Resolutions  gambler  is  only  a  telephone  call  ners...,"  they  report.  prominent  sociologist  has  warned 

7 :20  Recognition  of  Visitors  W.W.  Walley  Ironically,  the  number  is  The  convenience  and  availability  that  the  drastic  increase  in  compul- 

Recognition  of  New  Workers  Bill  Causey  on  the  back  of  every  lottery  of  lotteries  have  hooked  a  new  sive  gambling  could  soon  rival 

7:35  Memorial  Service  Louis  Smith  “  ?*  ***;  ..  ^  generation  on  gambling,  asserts  alcohol  and  other  drugs  as  a  major 

■  p  .  .  _ .  .  .  .  _  , If  that  seems  odd,  consider  this:  Paul  Griffin  Jones  II,  executive  social  and  economic  problem  in 

lil  ^  ^  „  Mississippi  Smgmg  Churchmen  lawmakers  in  Texas  approved  the  director  of  the  Christian  Action  America. 

Mississippi  Bapust  Convention  Emphasis  Bill  Causey  state-run  lottery  and  then  estab-  Commission  of  the  Mississippi  The  reaction  of  the  gambling 

8:30  Benediction  Randall  Hall  hshed  die  toll-free  addicts’  hotline  Baptist  Convention.  industry  to  this  glaring  consumer 

j  — in  the  same  legislative  package.  “The  lottery  makes  gambling  product  defect  has  been  under- 

November  11  Thus  the  state  finds  itself  in  the  immediately  accessible  to  each  whelming. 

..  _  .  awkward  position  of  first  creating  person  in  a  community.  After  a  lot-  Larry  Braidfoot,  academic  vice 

y  ormng,  Fourth  Session  and  then  treating  the  addiction.  If  tery  is  legalized,  there  is  a  perva-  president  and  provost  at  William 

Ponder  anew  what  the  Almighty  demands...  Isaiah  1 : 16-20  you  can’t  make  sense  of  that,  you  sive  presence  of  gambling  in  indi-  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg, 

8:45  Prelude  Handbell  Choir,  Forest  Church  aieapparently  not  alone.  vidual  neighborhoods,”  Jones  says,  wrote  Gambling:  A  Deadly  Game 

8:50  Sounding  of  th$  Gavel  WW  Walley  “Like  the  movies,  the  lottery  Lottery  ticket  outlets  on  nearly  in  1985  while  serving  as  general 

8:55  Choral  Praise  Chancel  Choir,  Forest  Church,  ?^LK^eatio°  ladenfwith  every  street  corner  make  it  much  counsel  and  director  of  Christian 

.  .  ^  fantasy.  It  encourages  escape  from  easier  for  children  to  get  involved  citizenship  for  the  Christian  Life 

John  Alumbaugh,  Director  everyday  demands  of  job  and  fami-  and  become  addicted,  he  adds.  Commission  of  the  Southern  Bap- 

9:00  Congregational  Praise  John  Alumbaugh  ly  to  a  transformed  life,”  say  “It  might  not  be  possible  for  a  tist  Convention. 

Scripture,  Isaiah  1:16-20  Jim  Young 

Prayer  Glenn  Shows 

9:10  Bible  Treasure  John  Phillips 

9:35  Business  Session 

Adoption  of  1993  Budget  Larry  Otis 

Report  of  Committee  on  Nomii  .dons  Gordon  Ranging 

Resolutions  Committee  Report  (Part  1)  _ 

Miscellaneous  Business 
10:35  Special  Recognition 
10:40  Congregational  Praise 

10:45  How  I  Met  Jesus  Testimony  Steve  Ashton 

10:50  Choral  Praise  Chancel  Choir,  Forest  Church 

10:55  Vocal  Praise  Scott  Adkins 

11:00  Convention  Sermon  Sonny  Adkins 

11:30  Benediction  r  «■  Glen  Williams 


Charles  T.  Qotfelter  and  Philip  J.  minor  to  get  into  a  racetrack,  but  “The  gambling  industry  has  to 
Cook  in  their  book,  SeUiiig  Hope:  anyone  can  walk  into  a  conve-  know  what  its  product  is  doing.  It 
State  Lotteries  in  America.  nience  store  and  buy  lottery  tickets,  seems  obvious  to  me  that  the 

Most  lottery  players  lose  money,  regardless  of  age,”  Jones  says.  industry  is  simply  ignoring  the 
according  to  the  two  authors,  but  Professionals  who  treat  the  problem  in  the  hope  that  public 
some  people  lose  so  much  money  addiction  are  alarmed,  and  the  outcry  will  not  place  the  blame 
that  <heir  standard  of  living  is  director  of  the  Maryland  Council  where  it  truly  belongs,”  Braidfoot 
affected.  on  Compulsive  Gambling  recently  says  in  his  book. 

“By  spending  much  more  than  blamed  the  lottery  for  the  steep  rise  Rather  than  admitting  ttv»ir  role 
they  can  afford...  they  suffer,  and  in  two  new  classes  of  compulsive  in  the  problem,  he  points  out,  gam- 
so  do  their  creditors  and  depen-  gamblers  —  women  and  teenagers.  Wing  advocates  choose  to  focus  die 
dents.  In  extreme  cases  this  exces-  The  American  Psychiatric  Asso-  issue  so  that  someone  else  seems  to 

sive  gambling  may  lead  to...  crimi-  ciation  in  1981  classified  compul-  have  a  problem, 

nal  involvement,  loss  of  employ-  sive  gambling  as  a  “DSM-fH”  dis-  (See  ADDICTS  on  page  6) 

Baptist  women  challenged  to  adopt 
“servant  attitude”  in  leadership  style 

Mississippi  Baptist  women  were  involves  awarding  grants  to  vari-  surrendered  her  pain  to  God,  she 
challenged  to  be  servant  leaders  ous  group  for  research.  The  most  said. 

Milfred  Valentine.,  Director  through  humor  and  inspiration  personally  satisfying  grant  she  has  “If  we  are  to  be  the  beautiful 
Sounding  of  the  Gavel  David  Norris  during  last  weekend’s  Women’s  approved  is  one  for  research  that  Christian  women  God  intends  for 

Congregational  Praise  Milfred  Valentine  Conference  at  Mississippi  College,  will  establish  standards  for  what  us  to  be,  we  must  be  willing  to  let 

Scripture,  Psalm  51:15-17  Mike  Reid  °ver  1,000  womcn  attended  the  children  arc  taught  about  Ameri-  him  have  our  pain  and  failures,” 

Prayer  Lewi*  Oswalt  P^9'10  conference,  sponsored  can  history,  she  noted.  she  commented.  Through  that  sur- 

BiMe  Treasure  ^  p£n  ^  tte  hfissis^  Baptet  Conven-  “We  need  those  standards,”  she  render,  God  can  restore  and  pre- 

Bible  Treasure  John  Phillips  non  Board  s  Woman fs  Missionary  remarked.  “Without  them  we  pare  a  person  to  be  the  leader  he 

Business  Session  Union.  allow  ourselves  to  expect  less.  Our  wants  them  to  be,  she 

Report  of  Time,  Place,  Preacher  Committee  Charles  Pickering  w**  *  v*fefy  of  selective  children  need  to  know  about  our  O’Brien,  executive  director  of 

Report  of  Resolutions  Committee  (Part  2)  _  conferences  on  Friday  afternoon  past  so  they  can  be  effective  lead-  the  SBC  WMU,  described  a  ser- 

Miscellaneous  Business  and  Saturday  morning,  the  women  ersinthe  feturc.’’  vant  leader  as  one  who  is  obedient, 

Fvanffplism  Jimr,  i  a1*©.****!  challenging  and  infer-  Heatberiy,  author  of  more  than  unselfish,  bumble,  and  committed, 

evangelism  Report  J.  Garland  McKee  mative  addresses  from  four  20  books,  shared  about  her  journey  In  concluding  her  remarks. 

Congregational  Praise  r  keynote  speakers:  Jeannette  Clift  through  divorce  and  conseauential  O’Brien  “We  have  no  offer- 

How  I  Met  Jesus  Testimony  Jennifer  Welford  George,  Lynne  Cheney,  Joyce  battle  with  depression.  Heating  for  ing  to  give  to  God  that  is  worthy 

Choral  Praise  William  Carey  College  Chorale  pellanna  her  wounds  and  strength  to  go  on  until  it  contains  all  of  us.  Leading 

Spotligld  oo  Chrifluo  Education  Ron  Kiricland  Su  C”ne  °°'y  and  lead. ” 

Introduction  of  College  Presidents  W.W.  Walley  original  compositions  and  old  |B  I 

William  Carey  College  Report  Jim  Edwards  hymns.  '  4  < 8*"  M  • . .  ■ 

Choral  Praise  William  Carey  CoUege  Chorale  George,  an  author  and  Christian 

Message  Charles  Q.  Carter  ^atist,  developed  the  theme  of 

nAnAa-  Hnn  ,  t>  mC.u  n  the  conference  during  each  ses-  IRjJQ  ■ 

Benediction  James  R.  Chatham  n  c,r>n  tniH  ttv»  umman  that  haw.  ‘  r  t-  cf  i.' ^ 


Sammy  Chisolm 


PRAYERGRAM 

Oct.  15-29,1992 

PRAY  for  the  people  who  are  suffering  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  drought  in  the  eastern  and  southern 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Africa.  MAKE  A  LONG-TERM 
COMMITMENT  to  pray  for  rain  and  for  the  suffering 
people  and  those  providing  physical  and  spiritual  min¬ 
istries  to  them. 

PRAY  for  Dan  and  Libby  Panter,  who  are  working  in 
Belarus,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States. 
They  report  1 20  churches  in  Belarus  that  are  enjoying 
freedom  after  70  years  of  persecution  from  the  Com¬ 
munists.  People  are  coming  to  hear  a  message  of  com¬ 
fort  and  hope  and  the  buildings  are  filled  wall  to  wall. 

PRAY  for  Liberia  (West  Africa)  and  the  elections  sched¬ 
uled  for  late  fall  in  this  war-tom  country,  that  the  out¬ 
come  will  result  in  greater  freedom  to  share  the  gospel 
among  the  people. 

Pray  for  the  33  million  Hispanics,  who  make  up  1 2 
percent  of  the  population.  It  is  estimated  that  by  the 
year  2000,  the  number  will  reach  47  million.  Pray  that 
these  people  may  be  reached  for  Christ. 

PRAY  for  Rev.  Humberto  Becerra,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Hispanic  Church  of  Manhatten,  N.Y.  Every 
Sunday  morning  Hispanics  from  15  nationalities  pack 
the  tiny  auditorium.  Pray  for  his  messages  transmitted 
over  WWRV  Radio,  as  they  are  heard  by  thousands  in 
Greater  New  York  City. 

_ * 

PRAY  for  migrant  workers  who  cross  the  United  States 
harvesting  crops.  Especially  pray  for  the  children  of 
these  workers. 

PRAY  for  the  Literacy  Missions  Workshop  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  at  Briarwood  Drive  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson 
on  Oct.  30-Nov.  1, 1992.  Training  will  be  offered  in 
four  areas:  Basic  Adult  Reading  and  Writing  and  Ad¬ 
vanced  ARW;  Basic  Conversational  English  and  Ad¬ 
vanced  CE.  This  project  is  sponsored  by  the  Hinds  - 
Madison  Baptist  Association  and  Cooperative  Missions 
(department,  MBCB. 

PRAY  for  the  observation  of  Cooperative  Program 
Month  in  October  in  Mississippi.  As  budget  plans  are 
made  for  the  year  ahead,  prayerfully  make  important 
mission  support  decisions. 

Pray  for  Associational  Fall  meetings  across  the  state. 
The  associations  are  on  the  cutting  edge  of  missions. 
Attend  the  meeting  prayerfully,  in  the  spirit  of,  'Here  I 
am.  Lord.  Send  me.' 


Bill  Pettigrew: 


by  Debbie  Baird  Buie 


W.  H.  'Bill'  Pettigrew  has  been  interested  in  the  Co¬ 
operative  Program  since  he  was  a  kid.  Honest!  He 
recalls  how  as  a  youngster  in  BTU  (Baptist  Training 
Union,  a  forerunner  of  Church  and  Discipleship 
Training)  the  lesson  quarterlies  routinely  devoted 
space  to  a  study  of  stewardship,  tithing,  and  the  Co¬ 
operative  Program.  It  was  there  he  learned  his  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  giving  to  Cod  to  facilitate  the  com¬ 
mand  to  "go,  therefore,  into  all  the  world." 

Since  then  he  has  been  fortunate  to  be  able  to  travel 
and  see  his  gifts  at  work  in  places  diverse  as  Chicago 
and  Idaho.  He  is  particularly  impressed  by  the  work 
church  planters  carry  out  in  pioneer  areas. 

'I've  seen  how  the  Cooperative  Program  supports 


these  missionaries  as  they  begin  a  church.  In  Idaho 
we  began  a  church  not  just  for  a  community  but  for 
several  counties  miles  around.  We  met  under  a  big 
tent  and  were  happy  to  bring  in  200  people,"  he  says. 

"The  Cooperative  Program  is  important  because  it 
does  a  lot  of  things  I  can't  do,"  Pettigrew  says.  'It 
supports  missions,  starts  churches,  helps  ministerial 
students,  assists  our  colleges,  and  much  more." 

Just  this  past  Sunday  Pettigrew,  who  is  a  member  of 
McLaurin  Heights  Church  in  Pearl,  was  taking  with  a 
fellow  church  member  about  tithing.  "He  told  me, 
'Bill,  the  easiest  part  of  my  living  the  Christian  life  is 
writing  out  this  check,"  recalls  Pettigrew.  "That  im¬ 
pressed  me." 

Pettigrew  realizes  that  isn't  so  for  many  people.  And 
so  he  believes  the  more  people  know  about  what  the 
Cooperative  Program  does,  the  more  they  will  give 
systematically  and  generously  and  lead  their  church 
to  do  the  same. 

"I  think  people  want  to  know  what  their  money  is 
spent  for,"  he  says.  "If  we  don't  tell  them  how  it  is 
used  they  won't  want  to  give  it." 


McLaurin  Heights  is  pastorless  right  now,  but  even 
without  that  leadership  and  even  in  times  of  financial 
hardship,  they  agree  to  take  their  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  gifts  off  the  top  of  their  offering  receipts.  Petti¬ 
grew  says  the  congregation  believes  that  if  that  is 
what  God  expects  of  his  people,  then  he  expects  as 
much  of  his  church.  At  present  they  give  about  1 4 
percent  to  the  Cooperative  Program,  he  says. 

The  retired  accountant  understands  money  and  what  ( 
it  can  accomplish.  He  has  seen  what  it  accomplishes 
with  God's  blessing.  Philippians  4:19  has  been  both 
promise  and  experience  for  Pettigrew  and  McLaurin  " 
Heights.  'I  like  to  rephrase  it,"  he  says,  "By  Christ  Je¬ 
sus,  my  God  shall  supply  all  my  need  according  to 
his  riches  in  glory." 

"I've  lived  an  exciting  life,"  he  says,  "I've  been  so 
many  places.  I  look  back  and  see  how  the  Lord  has 
blessed  me  by  placing  me  in  so  many  opportunities  of 
service.  He  has  blessed  me  by  allowing  me  to  serve 
through  the  cooperative  effort  of  so  many  others."  QQj 

# 

— Buie  is  a  freelance  writer 

living  in  Vicksburg.  '  • 


BIBLE  DRILL  CLINICS 

DiscipleALL:  Making  s, 

Champions 

Training  For  Church  and 
Associational  Judges, 

Callers  and  Leaders 


TUESDAY  N 

FBC,  Tupelo 
FBC,  Kosciu; 
FBC,  Hatties 


1 992  Youth  Ministers' 

Conference 

Lake  Tiak  O'Khata 

•  «  •.  ^  7  •« 

The  annual  youth-ministers'  conference  will  take 
place  Oct.  26-28  at  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata  near 
Louisville. 

Sponsored  by  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department,  the  conference  will  fea¬ 
ture  devotionals  by  Ryan  Whitley,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Cleveland.  Music  leader  will  be  Mike 
Harland,  minister  of  music  at  Crossgates  Church, 
Brandon. 

There  will  be  sessions  for  wives  of  youth  ministers 
to  be  led  by  Sue  Barksdale,  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Carthage. 

General  sessions  will  be  with  Lamar  Sage,  Bill 
Jones,  and  Valerie  Hardy.  Sage  is  a  youth  confer¬ 
ence  leader  from  Sagemont  Church,  Houston, 

Tex.  Jones  is  head  of  the  youth  ministries  depart¬ 
ment  of  Columbia  Bible  College  and  Seminary  in 
Columbia  S.C.  And  Hardy  is  coordinator  of  youth 
volunteer  programs  for  the  Home  Mission  Board 
in  Atlanta. 

The  only  cost  for  the  conference  is  lodging  and 
meals  at  the  conference  center.  Call  Lake  Tiak 
O'Khata  at  773-7853.  To  register  for  the  program 
itself,  write  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205,  or  phone  968-3800.  QQ 


Lay  Missions  Conference 


The  annual  Lay  Missions  conference  will  take  place 
Nov.  9  at  First  Baptist  Church  in  jackson.  This  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  sponsored  conference 
will  feature  Bruce  and  Laura  Allen  of  Centerville,  Ca. 
and  Jeannette  Clift  George  of  Houston,  Tex. 

Bruce  Allen  is  pastor,  evangelist,  church  starter  and 
former  Associate  Director  of  Evangelism,  Georgia  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board. 

• 

Laura  Allen  is  a  freelance  writer,  conference  speaker, 
student  missionary,  US-2er,  BSU  director,  home  mis¬ 
sionary  and  first  national  evangelism  consultant  for 
women  (HMB). 

Jeannette  Clift  George  is  a  writer,  Bible  teacher,  speak¬ 
er,  monologist,  award-winning  playwright,  and  noted 
Christian  actress. 

The  agenda  begins  at  1  p.m.  with  missions  seminars 
including  topics  such  as  Volunteers  in  Missions, 
Lifestyle  Evangelism,  and  Prayer  Ministry. 

Mission  fellowships  features  include  Educational  Mis¬ 
sions,  Agri-Missions,  HAMS,  Medical-Dental,  Con¬ 
struction,  Church  Renewal,  Campers  on  Mission,  and 
Cooperative  Program  Champions. 

At  3  p.m.  Bruce  and  Laura  Allen  focus  on  the  confer¬ 
ence  theme.  Ministry  in  the  Marketplace  and  at  5  p.m. 
a  missions  banquet  and  program  featuring  Mrs. 

George  and  Soldiers  Again  quartet  from  Daniel 
Memorial  Church  in  Jackson,  conclude  the  day's 
events. 

Below  is  a  registration  form  which  should  be  mailed 
to  Missions  Banquet ,  Brotherhood  Department,  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Reservations  are 
due  by  Nov.  4. 

Preschool  provisions  will  be  provided  1  p.m.  -  6:45 
p.m.  upon  prior  notification  to  the  Brotherhood  De¬ 
partment.  No  meal  service  will  be  provided  in  the 
preschool  center.  Attach  names  and  ages  of  children 
to  registration  form.  QQ 


Abused 


Children 


Functional 


The  purpose  of  the  Lay  Missions  Con¬ 
ference  is  to  help  explore  ways  to  ex¬ 
tend  Christ's  Kingdom  through  the  con- 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
Lay  Missions  Conference 


Glorieta  Bound 


Name  (s) 


Address 


rhirteen  Mississippians  at¬ 
tended  the  Small  Church 
conference  conducted  by 
the  Sunday  School  Board  at  Glori¬ 
eta  Baptist  Assembly  August  24-28. 
Richard  Brogan,  consultant.  Coop¬ 
erative  Missions  Department, 
MBCB,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Sunday  School  Department  of  the 
the  Convention  Board  and  the 
Home  Mission  Board  Black  Church 
Extension  Division  coordinated  the 
effort. 


Phone 


Enclosed  is _ for _  dinner 

reservations  at  $7.50  each. 

(Make  check  payable  to  : 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board) 


CHURCH  MEDIA  LIBRARY  CONFERENCE 

Don't  Miss  It 


o  COACHING 
§  BASKETBALL  CLINIC 

O  7:00  PM 


sessions  begin  at  10.  After  lunch  at  the  church,  Farrell 
~  Blankenship,  director  of  the 
sponsoring  Broadcast  Services 

B  Department,  opens  the  plenary 

session  at  1  p.m.  Host  church 
pastor  Kiely  Young  will  lead  a 
devotion.  Danny  Ayala,  a 
church  media  library  consul¬ 
tant  at  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  will  do  an  interpretation 
of  the  conference  theme,  "Fo¬ 
cus  on  Training." 


The  1992  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Media  Library 

Conference  takes  place  Nov.  13- _ 

14  at  First  Church,  Greenville.  f 

Besides  plenary  sessions,  there 

will  be  a  number  of  classes  in  I'jm 

such  areas  as  administration,  ba-  jBMSsSHSB 

sic  and  advanced  classification  ,-^‘-5^1 

and  cataloging,  book  repair,  mak- 

ing  audiovisual  aids,  personal  I 

consultation  and  conference  lead-  I  1 

ing  skills,  processing  files,  promo-  l  L - 

tion,  repair  and  maintenance  of 
AV  equipment,  selecting  media 
and  instructional  equipment,  how 
to  witness  with  media,  and  work¬ 
ing  with  people. 

A  separate  course  is  offered  during  the  conference: 
"Being  God's  People:  A  Southern  Baptist  Church  on 
Bold  Mission."  This  is  a  requirement  for  the  media 
skills  diploma  for  teachers  and  leaders  and  as  an  al¬ 
ternate  requirement  for  the  media  services  diploma 
for  media  library  staff. 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  on  Nov.  13.  Conference 


October  29 
FBC,  Natchez 


November  12 
FBC,  Columbia 


Instructor: 

COACH  ED  NIXON 

Mississippi  College 
Lady  Chocs 


Courses  run  through  the  after¬ 
noon  and  evening.  The  morn- 
Y  ing  courses  run  through  the  af¬ 
ternoon  and  evening.  The  morn¬ 
ing  session  at  8  a.m.  features  Richard  Wiman,  author; 
a  session  on  computers  for  church  media  library  led 
by  Jackie  Anderson,  recently  retired  from  the  BSSB's 
CML  office;  and  election  of  officers  for  Mississippi 


Focus  on  Training 


O  A  Ministry  of  Your  Cooperative  Program 

O  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
O  DISCIPLESHIP  TRAINING  DEPT. 


The  conference  ends  at  12:30  with  final  course  ses 
sions.  A  reservation  form  is  below.  mi 


Reservation  Form 

STATE  CHURCH  MEDIA  LIBRARY  CONFERENCE 

November  13-14,  1992  •  FBC,  Greenville 


□  Yes,  I  want  to  attend  the  1992  Church  Media  Library  Conference 


Annual  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Ministers'  Wives 


Name 


Address 


(home) 


Phone  (daytime) 


First  Baptist  Church,  fackson 


Church  Name 


.Association 


Monday,  November  9,  1992, 
1  .‘00  p.m.  -  430  p.m. 


I  need _ reservation(s)  at  $2.00  each  for  the  Friday  lunch 


I  need _ reservation(s)  at  $6.00  each  for  the  Friday  dinner. 


PURPOSE:  To  provide  inspiration,  fellowship,  personal 

growth,  information  and  support  for  the  minister's  wife  I 

FINANCES:  There  is  no  cost  for  this  conference. 


Lunc!V$2.00  x 


Dinner/$6.00  x 


F*ERSONNEL:  Norris  and  Joyce  Smith,  Nashville 
CHILD  CARE:  Available  on  a  limited  basis 


Simultaneous  Conferences: 

"Understanding  Your  Mate" 
Christian  Assertiveness:  Everyone  Wins1 

Sponsored  by  the  Church  AdministratRWPastoral 
Ministries  Dept,  MBCB 


Please  attach  a  list  of  names  for  whom  the  reservations  have  been  made.  Reservations  are  non-refundable 
after  November  2. 

Make  check  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Mail  to  Broadcast  Services/CML;  P.O. 
Box  530;  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Two  pastors  to  receive 
Brown-Davis  Award 


G.L.  Fold  and  Willie  McPherson 
will  be  recipients  of  the  Brown- 
Davis  Award  for  1992  to  be  given 
in  Tupelo,  Oct.  22  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
Rising  Star  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  James  Wilson,  pastor. 

The  award  was  named  for  W.P. 
Davis  and  T.B.  Brown,  who 
worked  in  Mississippi  as  pioneers 
in  racial  reconciliation  dining  die 
decades  of  the  1950s  through  the 
’80s. 

Brown  was  a  National  Baptist 
pastor  and  Davis  was  a  Southern 
Baptist  minister  employed  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  Both  men  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary,  which  formerly  was 
operated  jointly  by  both  denomi- 


Staff  Changes 


Bob  Horner  has  accepted  the 
call  as  pastor  of  First,  Hatties¬ 
burg.  He  previously  served  South- 

- side  Church, 

Huntsville,  Ala., 
and  Arlington 
Heights  Church, 
Pascagoula.  The 
Homers  served 
as  missionaries 
to  Chile  from 
1977  to  1983. 
He  is  a  graduate 
of  New  Orleans 
Horner  Seminary. 


&. . 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY 
CONVOCATION 

■i  SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 
OCTOBER  18-19, 1992 


SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  18 
7:00  P.M. 

CONVOCATION  PRAYER  SERVICE 
First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 
SPEAKER:  DR.  DANIEL  GRANT 
Former  president,  Ouachita  Baptist  University 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  19 
ltoOO  AM 

TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  CONVOCATION 
A.E.  Wood  Coliseum 
SPEAKER:  DR.  JOHN  NAISBITT 
Author  of  Megatrends,  Megatrends  2000 

NOON 

CELEBRATION  LUNCHEON  RECEPTION 
Nelson  Quadrangle 


This  is  an  open  invitation  to  al’  Mississippi  Baptists 
to  attend  the  events  listed  above. 
Mississippi  Coll  je  is  your  institution. 

Come  participate  it  this  special  celebration. 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  •  CLINTON,  MS  •  39058 


Just  for  the  Record 


nations. 

GX.  Ford  is  a  native  of  Auburn 
Community,  east  of  Tupelo,  and 
served  as  pastor  of  Bissell  Baptist 
Church  for  36  years.  He  has  served 
as  a  dean  and  teacher  for  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Seminary  classes 
conducted  in  Tupelo.  He  is  interim 
pastor  of  Richmond  Baptist  near 
Tupelo. 

Willie  McPherson  is  a  native  of 
Okolona.  He  has  been  a  pan  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board’s  staff  in 
Atlanta  since  1984.  Presently  he 
serves  as  the  director  of  the  Black 
Church  Extension  Division. 

The  award  program  is  sponsored 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board’s  Cooperative  Missions 
Department. 


The  second  annual  Louisiana 
State  Sacred  Harp  Singing  Con¬ 
vention  will  be  held  Friday  and 
Saturday,  Oct.  23  and  24  in  the 
New  Orleans  Seminary  Cafeteria 
Building.  The  event  will  begin 
with  a  complimentary  meal  at  6:30 
pjn.  Friday  and  conclude  at  2:30 
pm.  Saturday.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  seminary’s  music 
office  at  (504)  282-4455,  ext. 
3226. 


Arrowood  Church,  Meridian, 
has  called  John  W.  Pace  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music.  Previously,  he  was 
involved  in  music  evangelism  out 
of  Kennedy  Springs,  Magee.  He  is 
also  presently  a  student  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  extension,  and  a 
mental  health  counselor  at  East 
Mississippi  State  Hospital 

Larry  Perkins  has  been  called 
as  associate  pastor,  Calvary 
Church,  Beaumont,  Texas.  The 
Jackson  native  formerly  served  as 
music  youth  director.  Northwest 
Hills  Church,  Jackson.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College. 
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The  men’s  softball  team  from  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo,  won  the  class 
AA  Mississippi  Baptist  state  softball  tournament  held  this  summer  in 
Jackson.  Pictured,  back  row,  left  to  right,  are:  Tommy  Arnold,  Grey  H un- 
sucker,  Harold  Hinchey,  William  Armistead,  Clay  Stewart,  Shan  Weatherly, 
Bob  Bankston;  front  row,  left  to  right:  Jim  Jackson,  Larry  Stewart,  Jimmy 
Pollard,  and  Shane  Harrington.  John  Armistead  is  pastor. 


Parkway  Church,  Natchez,  will 
host  Greater  Vision  in  concert  Oct. 
23  at  7  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)442-7434. 

Revival  Dates 


Washington,  Natchez:  Oct  17- 

18;  17th,  3  p.m.  until;  18th,  8  and 
11  a.m.;  John  Yates,  Jackson, 
evangelist  and  music;  Norris 
Curry,  pastor. 

Missionary  News 


38th  Avenue  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  has  a  missionary  bouse  avail¬ 
able,  Oct.  1992-Dec.  1993.  For 
more  information,  contact:  Mrs. 
Willie  Blackwell  (601)  264-7576. 


First,  Saltillo 
celebrates  125th 

First  Church,  Saltillo,  will 
observe  its  125th  anniversary, 
beginning  Oct  17  with  a  church 
supper  and  prayer  meeting,  7  p.m. 

Chi  Oct  18,  the  church  will  hold 
a  homecoming  meeting,  beginning 
with  Sunday  School  at  9:45,  wor¬ 
ship  at  11,  fellowship  meal  at 
noon,  Discipleship  Training  at  6 
p.m.,  and  evening  worship  at  7. 
J.C.  Mitchell  and  Clayton  Little¬ 
john  will  preach;  Tanner  Riley  and 
Diane  Smith  will  present  special 
music. 

On  Oct.  25,  the  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  will  conclude  with  regular 
Sunday  School  and  worship  times. 
Chuck  Herring  and  David  Poe  will 
be  the  guest  speakers. 

Ken  Anderson  is  pastor. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 

We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS- Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


12  and  15  Passenger  Vans  & 
Mini-Vans  Available 


We  are  now  booking 
reservations  for  van  and  car  rentals 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601 )  684-2900  1 -800-748-8681 
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Bethel  Church,  Copiah  Associa¬ 
tion,  recently  held  a  GA  coronation. 
Those  earning  badges  are  pictured, 
left  to  right:  Katie  Whittington,  first 
grade  step;  Nickie  Ashley,  third 
grade  step;  and  Ashley  Nixon,  fifth 
grade  step.  GA  director  is  Brenda 
Nixon;  Glen  Mullins  is  pastor. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

RATE:  50  cants  par  word,  $5  mini¬ 
mum.  Cash  with  ordar  axoapt  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising.  Include  name, 
address,  zb  coda,  and  phone  number 
won  coum  no  o#no  acre 


FOR  SALE:  3,500  plastic  stack 
chairs.  Ideal  for  preschool  and  ele¬ 
mentary  departments.  Assorted  colors 
and  sizes  Prices  start  at  $7.95.  Also 
available:  folding,  adjustable  tables 
and  padded,  stack  chairs.  Call  (601) 
745-6532. 

JOHN  SEARCY  AVAILABLE  for 

interim,  supply,  bi-vocational  pas¬ 
torate.  Call  1-800-476-4307. 

FOR  SALE:  1901  Ford  van  —  15  pas¬ 
senger,  1983  Dodge  van  —  15  pas¬ 
senger.  Call  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church 
372-0132  and  make  offer. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  Manu¬ 
factured  in  our  plant.  For  free  estimate 
contact  —  Emmons  Brothers,  P.O. 
Box  186,  Meridian,  Miss.  39301 .  Since 
1 899.  Phone  (601 )  693-4451 . 


Homecomings 


New  Hope,  Foxworth:  Oct.  18; 
11  un.;  covered  dish  dinner,  noon; 
afternoon  singing,  1:13;  no  night 
services;  Bobby  Walton,  Benoit, 
guest  speaker.  Glory  Land  Quartet, 
McComb,  music;  Kent  Campbell, 
pastor. 

Chaaky  (Newton):  Oct.  18; 
Sunday  School,  9:43  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  am.;  dinner  in  family  life 
budding;  no  night  services;  Staley 
Langham,  Union  Point,  Ga.,  guest 
speaker,  Wayne  Campbell,  pastor. 


Herman ville  (Union):  Oct  18; 
Sunday  School,  10  am.;  worship, 
11  am.;  dinner  on  grounds  follow¬ 
ing  service;  afternoon  singing, 
1:30;  no  night  services;  Tommy  R. 
Button,  Florence,  guest  speaker; 
Woodrow  W.  Clark,  interim  pas¬ 
tor. 

7ion  Hill  (Copiah):  Oct.  18; 
10:  ‘S  am.;  dinner  in  fellowship 
hal’  noon;  special  singing;  Daryl 
Osi  r,  pastor. 

Blythe  Creek,  Mathiston:  Oct 
18;  10  am.;  covered  dish  dinner  on 
grounds,  noon;  afternoon  singing, 
1:30;  no  night  services;  First  Love 


Revival,  music;  -Gregory  Foster, 
pastor. 

Byram  Church:  Oct  18;  Sun¬ 
day  School,  9:43  am.;  worship,  11 
am.;  covered  dinner  in  family  life 
center;  afternoon  singing,  1  pm.; 
no  night  services;  The  Duncan  Sis¬ 
ters,  Walnut  Grove,  music;  Louis 
Smith,  director,  church-minister 
relations,  MBCB,  guest  speaker, 
James  Whittington,  pastor. 

Cranfleld,  Roxie:  Oct.  18;  11 
a.m.;  covered  dish  dinner  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall,  noon;  no  night  ser¬ 
vices;  afternoon  services,  1:15  pm; 
Arthur  Lesley,  Grenada,  guest 
speaker.  Rusty  Bowlin,  pastor. 

Big  Ridge,  D’lbervflie:  Oct  18; 
beginning  9:43  am.;  covered  dish 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon; 
afternoon  singing;  no  night  ser¬ 
vices;  Robert  Carlisle,  pastor. 

Godden  Lake,  Befaoni:  Oct  18; 
Sunday  School,  10  am.;  worship, 
10:30;  lunch  in  fellowship  hall; 
gospel  singing,  1;  David  Black- 
well,  guest  speaker;  Southern 
Cross,  special  singers;  W.D.  Kirk, 
interim  pastor. 


Names  In  the  News 


Griffith  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  licensed  Bill  Hudson  to 
the  gospel  ministry  Aug.  23.  He  is 
married  to  the 
former  Robbie 
Wilbanks.  Hud¬ 
son  is  available 
for  interim  or 
supply  and  can 
be  reached  at: 
650  Cedar 
Springs  Dr., 
Jackson,  MS 
39212,  (601) 
Hudson  372-9741. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  tor  illustrated  pnee  folder. 

Inter  nettonally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Brian  Hill  was  recently 

licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Edwards  Churcn.  He  is  pictured 
receiving  his  license  from 
Tommy  M.  May,  pastor.  Hill 
recently  served  six  weeks  as  a 
summer  missionary  to  Kaza¬ 
khstan.  He  currently  attends  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College. 


VIDEO  STUDY  SERIES 

nor  L  (ku)  WMUita  Just  In  time  for 
Miha  93  January 
HOW  I  Bto*  Study. 

*****  1 1  ttWty-mlnute 


Sandersville  (Jones):  Oct.  18; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11;  covered  dish  lunch;  after¬ 
noon  singing,  1:30  p.m;  Bruce 
Jolly,  guest  speaker,  Randy  Whit¬ 
lock  and  family.  Gospel  Strings, 
guest  musicians;  Donnie  Parker, 
pastor. 

Holcomb  (Grenada):  Oct.  18; 
worship,  11  am.;  covered  dish  din¬ 
ner,  noon;  no  night  services;  Randy 
Futrall,  Ripley,  guest  speaker; 
Randy  Ashley,  pastor. 

First,  Florence:  Oct  18;  Sunday 
Schools  and  services,  concurrently 
at  9  am.  and  10:13;  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  11:30;  “Singspiration” 
following;  James  Fancher,  former 
pastor,  guest  speaker;  Jimmy 
Bilbo,  former  music  minister, 
music;  Charles  Myers,  pastor. 

Mt  Carmel,  Edinburg  (Leake): 
Oct  18;  regular  morning  service; 
lunch  in  fellowship  hall,  noon; 
singing,  1:30  pm.;  Bryce  Evans, 
Wilmer,  Ala.,  guest  speaker,  Kim 
Wolveiton,  pastor. 

Stonewall  (Simpson):  Oct  18; 
dinner  on  the  grounds  following 
morning  services;  Bob  G.  Jones, 
pastor. 

Mt  Venn#  (Holmes):  Oct  18; 
morning  messagp.  Gene  Richard¬ 
son,  pastor,  noon  meal;  music  pro¬ 
gram,  The  Seekers,  Pine  Crest 
Church,  1  pm. 

Jayess  (Lawrence):  Oct.  18; 
Sunday  School,  9:45;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  dinner  in  fellowship  hall, 
noon;  afternoon  singing,  1:30;  no 
night  services;  Richard  Cothem, 
Vicksburg,  guest  speaker,  Eddie 
Bates,  pastor. 

Pbws  pulpits,  bapftsrnes.l 

Van  Winkle 

steeples,  lighting .1 
Church  folding  doors  * 

_  ...  _  theater  seats 


Church 
Furnishings  & 
Pew  Upholstery 


Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


I  with  study  book 


I  SERMON  ON  TOE  MCXWT  I  Jq  0rCjer 

call 

1  -800-844-4404 

Video  Series  and  1  book  art  only 
$149.95  ♦  SAH 

ttoohs  may  ba  ocdtiwl  Mpntaly  for  only 
$7.00  each  ♦  SAH 


COOPERATIVE  BAPTIST 
FELLOWSHIP 
OF  MISSISSIPPI 


A  State-Wide  Gathering  of  Grass  Roots  Baptist  People 

"Baptist  Ideas  Worth  Something" 
Friday  Evening,  October  16 
and 

Saturday  Morning,  October  17 

The  Edison  Walthall  Hotel 
Jacks  n.  Miss. 


Featured  Speaker 
Patricia  Ayers,  CBF  Moderat 
Cecil  Sherman,  CBF  Coordinate*  i 
Prank  Stagg,  Retired  Professor 


Blaze  destroys  Jones  Co.  church; 
members  still  gather  to  worship 


An  early  evening  fire  Oct.  6 
destroyed  the  auditorium  of  Fel¬ 
lowship  Church  in  the  Union  com¬ 
munity  seven  miles  east  of 
Moselle  in  Jones  County,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Allen  Nix,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Jones  County. 

The  blaze  apparently  began  as  a 
result  of  an  electrical  problem  in 
the  attic  of  the  building,  Nix  said, 
and  was  reported  about  7:30  pm. 
when  a  nearby  resident  spotted 
smoke  coming  from  the  building. 

Although  the  auditorium  was  a 
complete  loss,  firefighters  from  11 
fire  departments  who  responded  to 

ADDICTS 

From  page  4 


Braid  foot’s  book  also  connects 
the  spreading  influence  of  gam¬ 
bling  interests  in  national  politics 
to  the  potential  for  developing  a 
much  larger  pool  of  gamblers. 

"The  gambling  industry  is  well 
represented  in  the  halls  of  power.  It 
has  fashioned  out  many  advantages 
for  itself  which  would  prove 
shocking  to  die  average  person.... 
The  trend  is  in  the  direction  of 
securing  even  more  favored  status 
by  adjusting  tax  laws  in  favor  of 
the  industry....  The  removal  of  any 
federal  restraints  on  gambling 
activity  would  serve  as  an  induce¬ 
ment  for  the  recruitment  of  new 
gamblers,”  Braidfoot  says. 

Braidfoot  also  reports  that  chil¬ 
dren  of  compulsive  gamblers  are  at 
great  risk  to  repeat  their  parents’ 
mistakes  and  continue  the  destnic- 


the  alarm  were  able  to  save  the 
church’s  fellowship  hall  and  two 
small  portable  buildings,  be  said. 

Approximately  100  people 
attended  Sunday  services  on  Oct. 
11  in  the  fellowship  hall,  Nix 
reported,  and  the  cooperative  mis¬ 
sions  department,  MBCB,  has 
loaned  the  church  a  mobile  chapel 
that  will  soon  be  operational. 

Representatives  of  the  church 
building  department,  MBCB,  have 
also  met  with  church  leaders  to 
{dan  reconstruction,  he  added. 

The  destroyed  building  was  built 
in  1907.  Randy  Clark  is  pastor. 

five  cycle,  especially  with  the  easy 
availability  of  state-sanctioned 


“These  individuals  represent  a 
harvest  of  shame  for  not  only  the 
American  gambling  industry  but 
also  for  those  of  us  who  as  citizens 
have  allowed  this  nightmare  to 
develop,”  he  says. 

For  more  information  on  die  lot¬ 
tery  proposal  in  Mississippi,  con¬ 
tact  the  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion  at  (601)  968-3800. 

Citizens  Advocating  Responsible 
'xonomics  (CARE)  is  a  group  of 
Mississippians  organized  to  fight 

lottery  vole. 

CARE  rallies  around  the  state 
include: 

-  Columbus;  7  pjn.,  Thursday, 
Oct.  15;  Holiday  Inn,  506  Highway 
45  North. 

-  Jackson;  7  p.m.,  Thursday,  Oct. 
22;  Holiday  Inn  North,  5075  1-55 
North. 

CARE  can  be  contacted  at  (601) 

55-1888. 


It’s  not  just  another  building. 
It’s  your  church. 


A  church  has  different  requirements 
than  most  other  buildings  an  insurance 
company  covers.  It  represents  the 
shared  commitment  and  sacrifice  of 
many  people . . .  it's  an  invaluable 
emotional  investment. 

Church  Mutual  has  specialized  in 
insuringchurches  for  nearly  1 00 years 
Today  we  are  the  nation’s  largest 
insurer  of  churches,  protecting  over 
5,800 Southern  Baptist  churches  alone. 

We  know  you  can  never  forget 
the  enduring  importance  of  your 
church  in  the  lives  of  your  congrega¬ 
tion.  We  take  the  critical  step  of  getting 
to  knowyour  church  firsthand  to  team 
your  unique  needs  and  concerns. 

To  learn  about  the  difference  that 
our  personalized ,  specialized  expertise 
and  competitive  insunnee  coverage 
can  mean  toyou  and  your  congregation, 
write  or  call  us  at  1 -800-542-346^ 


'irch  Mutual 
i  Schuster  Lane 

0.  Box  357-S 
,crrill,WI  54452 


Life  and  Work 

Strengthen  relationships 


Uniform 

A  request  for  wisdom 


By  Margaret  H.  Rogers 
1  Kings  1:28*37;  2:1-4;  3:3*14 


The  church  is  composed  of  many  groups  of  people.  There 
ate  preschoolers,  children,  youth,  and  adults.  There  are 
adults  who  are  married,  single,  divorced,  and  widowed.  The 
list  could  go  on  and  on  in  identifying  the  various  groups 
that  make  up  the  church  family.  Sometimes  difficulties 
arise  when  church  leaders  cannot  meet  all  the  demands  of 
ministering  to  every  group.  Some  may  feel  neglected  or  left 
out.  It  is  a  challenging  opportunity  to  minister  to  everyone 
in  the  fellowship.  It  calls  for  the  best  efforts  of  pastor,  dea¬ 
cons,  staff,  and  other  church  leaders.  In  the  lesson  for  this 
week  (1  Timothy  S),  Paul  instructed  Timothy  how  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  specific  groups  in  his  church.  Let’s  lode  at  tins  pas¬ 
sage.  •” 

Respecting  others  as  family  (w.  1*2).  Paul  encouraged 
Timothy  to  respect  and  minister  to  everyone  in  the  church 
family.  As  a  young  pastor,  Timothy  might  have  lacked 
experience  or  been  inclined  to  concentrate  on  the  younger 
members.  But  Paul  was  a  seasoned  veteran.  He  knew  the 
importance  of  loving  and  serving  the  total  church  family, 
regardless  of  age.  His  advice  to  Timothy  was  to  leam  to 
relate  to  all  groups  in  the  church  as  family:  Treat  the  older 
members  like  your  mother  and  father,  and  the  younger 
members  like  your  brothers  and  sisters.  The  church  should 
certainty  be  a  caring,  loving  place  that  respects  and  affirms 
everyone. 

Sensitivity  toward  die  widows  (w.  3-8, 14).  Paul  turned 
bis  attention  from  groups  identified  by  gender  and  age  to 
that  of  widows.  Paul  recommended  giving  proper  recogni¬ 
tion  and  care  to  the  widows  who  were  redly  in  need.  "Hus 
implies  that  there  were  several  categories  of  widows.  There 
were  widows  with  children  and/or  grandchildren.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  these  widows  were  encouraged  to  provide  care  and 
support  as  a  means  of  putting  their  faith  into  practice  and  to 
repay  their  parents/gnmdpan 

Then  there  was  the  widow 


1  Kings  and  2  Kings  framed  one  book  in  the  Hebrew 
Bible  and  was  considered  prophetic  literature,  probably 
because  a  prophet  put  the  books  together.  The  two  bocks 
cover  a  period  of  approximately  3S0  years  when  kings 
ruled  the  land;  hence,  the  name  of  the  books.  1  Kings 
shows  the  disastrous  effects  of  social  evils  upon  the  spiritu¬ 
al  life  of  a  nation. 

The  book  begins  with  the  death  of  David,  followed  by  a 
description  of  Solomon’s  reign.  As  David  was  the  second 
king  of  Israel  and  was  not  a  descendant  of  the  former  King 
Saul,  tiie  law  of  succession  had  not  been  well  established.  It 
was  considered  natural  for  the  oldest  son  to  take  the  lead 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  and  perhaps  it  was  on  this 
ground  that  Adonijah  (surviving  oldest  son)  sought  to  take 
possession  of  the  throne.  This  plot  was  overcome  by  the 
timely  interference  of  Nathan,  the  prophet;  Zadok,  the 
priest;  and  Bathsheba,  Solomon’s  mother. 

God  had  revealed  to  David  that  Solomon  was  to  succeed 
him  as  king  (1  Chronicles  22:9-10).  When  the  group  of 
three  approached  David  about  the  matter,  he  immediately 
had  Solomon  anointed  and  he  led  the  people  to  acclaim  him 
as  king.  Solomon,  of  course,  was  the  son  of  David  and 
Bathsheba,  and  his  name  meant  “Pacific.”  While  little  is 
known  of  Solomon’s  early  life,  one  may  assume  that,  as  the 
son  of  foe  king,  he  had  experienced  exceptional  advantages 
and  that  he  had  taken  advantage  of  his  opportunities.  In  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  he  was  a  man  of  sincere  purpose  and 
was  religious.  After  the  death  of  David,  Solomon  was 
anointed  a  second  time,  was  met  with  universal  approval, 
and  was  publicly  accepted  as  foe  new  ruled  of  Israel. 

David’s  last  words  to  Solomon  (1  Kings  2:1*10).  David 
was  probably  the  most  colorful  character  in  Hebrew  histo¬ 
ry,  a  great  and  good  king.  But  in  tins  scripture,  he  is  a  dying 
man;  therefore,  he  is  giving  directions  to  Solomon.  In  gen- 
end,  be  charges  Solomon  to  keep  God’s  commandments,  to 
follow  the  divine  will,  and  to  be  strong  and  courageous. 

David  that  the  Messiah  would  come 


who  had  a  real  need.  She  had 
no  family  or  means  of  support  She  was  all  alone.  She  was 
completely  dependent  upon  God  She  was  deserving  of 
help  firm  the  church  family. 

Another  kind  of  widow  was  foe  one  who  lived  for  plea¬ 
sure.  This  widow  was  worldly  minded  and  self  indulgent. 
She  thought  that  she  was  alive  but  in  reality  was  dead. 

Paul  returned  to  the  subject  of  family  responsibility  (v.  8) 
in  providing  support  for  their  own;  widows,  elderly,  or  any 
other  member  m  need.  If  they  did  not  they  were  guilty  of 
denying  the  frith;  worse  than  an  unbeliever. 

Rdathig  to  the  elders  (w.  17-20).  Paul  addressed  foe 
relationship  of  the  church  to  the  elders  (pastors)  in  provid¬ 
ing  for  their  care.  Those  who  lead  well  are  to  be  treated 
with  respect  and  recognition.  Paul  mentioned  double  honor, 
referring  to  respect  and  remuneration.  Paul  defended  the 
right  of  ministers  to  receive  pay,  but  he  also  rebuked  those 
who  misuse  this  right  for  personal  gain.  Pastors  and  other 
church  leaden  are  also  vulnerable  to  gossip  and  false  accu¬ 
sations  that  can  destroy  their  ministry.  Paul  gave  guidelines 
In  dealing  with  this  problem.  But  Paul  also  said  that  if  a 
minntrr  did  sin,  then  he  was  to  be  rebuked.  The  purpose  of 
the  discipline  was  to  be  redemptive  in  nature. 


God  had 

from  his  loins  and  that  promise  was  absolute.  The  promise 
that  he  would  not  fail  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  however,  was 
conditional  If  Solomon  would  fulfill  the  condition,  if  he 
would  walk  before  God  in  sincerity,  with  zeal  and  resolu¬ 
tion,  then  God  would  do  his  part  toward  the  perpetuating  of 
his  promise. 

Solomon’s  request  and  God’s  response  (1  Kings  3:5- 
12a).  Early  in  Solomon’s  reign,  he  went  to  Gibeon,  six 
miles  north  of  Jerusalem,  for  the  offering  of  sacrifice  and 
thanksgiving  for  God’s  blessings.  At  night,  Jehovah 
appeared  to  the  king  and  said  “Ask,  what  shall  I  give  thee?” 

The  young  king,  humble  in  heart,  asked  not  for  riches, 
nor  honor,  nor  for  the  death  of  his  enemies,  but  for  an 
understanding  heart  to  judge  people  and  to  discriminate 
between  good  and  evil.  This  request  so  pleased  Jehovah 
that  God  promised  him  not  only  what  he  asked,  but  also 
riches,  honor,  and  length  of  days.  This  promise  was  contin¬ 
gent  on  the  condition  that  Solomon  would  walk  in  the  ways 
of  his  father,  David.  Truly,  tins  was  a  wonderful  beginning 
for  a  young  monarch. 

It  is  traditional  to  think  of  Solomon  as  an  exceptionally 
wise  man.  However,  a  careful  examination  of  his  entire 
career  leads  one  to  question  his  wisdom.  His  fame  was 
mwW»  by  the  magnificence  and  splendor  of  his  buildings, 
his  vast  wealth,  and  his  extravagant  court  life.  One  of  the 
big  undertakings  of  Solomon  was  the  construction  of  the 
temple  David  had  planned  and  instructed  Solomon  to  build. 

In  many  respects,  Solomon  was  a  great  king,  but  he 
l  fired  the  strength  of  character  to  overcome  temptations  in 
hk  personal  life.  In  his  religious  life,  he  defected  and 
turned  away  from  God.  God  would  not  tolerate  apostasy 
md  idolatry.  Beginning  life  well  is  only  one-half  of  the 
journey.  Only  a  deep,  ckue,  and  continuing  relatioorinp 
with  God  can  offer  fulfillment  and  meaning  to  life  with  the 


By  Milton  Burd 

1  Timothy  5:1-8, 14-21 

nlrim^e  achievement  of  God’s  purpose. 

Regers  is  a  member  of  Salem  Church,  Coffins. 


Bible  Book 

Justified  by  faith 


By  R.  David  Raddin 
Romans  3:21-28;  4:1-5, 10, 
13-15 


“This  righteousness  from  God  comes  through  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  to  all  who  believe”  (v.  22).  Being  right  with 
God  is  possible  only  through  Jestis  Christ  To  be  justified 
comes  by  faith  in  Christ  as  Savior.  All  of  the  complex 
words  and  concepts  of  religion  do  not  change  the  simple 
message  of  salvation.  “For  it  is  by  grace  you  have  been 
saved,  through  faith  —  and  this  is  not  from  yourselves,  it  is 
the  gift  of  God  —  not  by  works,  so  that  no  one  can  boast” 
(Ephesians  2:8-9). 

God’s  righteousness  in  Christ  (3:21-24).  “But  now”  in 
verse  21  contrasts  the  fact  that  allpersons  are  condemned 
in  their  sin  to  the  fact  of  God’s  offer  to  redeem  all  who 
crane  to  Christ  as  Savior.  Through  his  death  on  the  cross, 
God’s  righteousness  is  shown  to  every  person.  Through 
faith,  every  person  can  have  a  personal  relationship  with 
Christ  “There  is  no  difference,  for  all  have  sinned  and  fall 
short  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  are  justified  freely  by  his 
grace  through  the  redemption  that  came  by  Christ  Jesus”  (v. 
22-24). 

Made  right  with  God  through  faith  (3:27-28).  “Where, 
then,  is  boasting?  It  is  excluded.  On  what  principle?  On  that 
of  observing  the  law?  No,  but  on  that  of  faith.  For  we  main¬ 
tain  that  a  man  is  justified  by  faith  apart  from  observing  the 
law”  (w.  27-28). 

No  amount  of  good  works  can  make  a  person  right  before 
God.  All  of  us  have  sinned  and  works  cannot  take  that  sin 
away.  Only  the  grace  of  God  in  Christ  can  make  salvation 
possible. 

The  Galatians  dealt  with  the  temptation  to  rely  on  works 
to  find  favor  with  God.  Paul  expresses  to  them  that  it  is  by 
God’s  grace  through  the  cross  that  we  are  saved  and  by  his 
grace  that  those  who  are  saved  live.  In  bis  closing  remarks 
in  the  Galatian  letter,  Paul  writes,  “May  I  never  boast 
except  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  through  which 
the  world  has  been  crucified  to  me,  and  I  to  the  world” 

(GaL  6:14). 

Abraham:  made  right  with  God  through  faith,  not 
works  (4:1-5).  “If,  in  fact,  Abraham  was  justified  by 
works,  he  had  something  to  boast  about  —  but  not  before 
God.  What  does  foe  Scripture  say?  4  Abraham  believed 
God,  and  it  was  credited  to  him  as  righteousness’”  (w.  2- 

3). 

Abraham,  the  one  foe  Jews  considered  the  father  of  their 
nation,  is  used  as  an  example  from  the  Old  Testament  of 
one  justified  by  faith.  God  revealed  himself  to  Abraham. 
Abraham  responded  to  God  in  faith. 

Every  one  of  us  is  offered  righteousness  through  Christ. 
J.W.  Me  Gorman  says,  “Right  standing  with  God  involves  a 
righteousness  that  is  reckoned  and  sin  that  is  not  reckoned. 
This  is  the  essence  of  justification  by  faith”  (Romans: 
Everyman's  Gospel). 

Abraham:  made  right  with  God  before  circumcision 
(4:10).  In  Genesis  15:6,  Abraham’s  justification  is 
described.  In  Genesis  17:22-27,  several  years  later,  Abra¬ 
ham’s  circumcision  is  recorded.  His  circumcision  then,  did 
not  make  him  righteous,  but  was  a  sign  that  he  had  been 
made  righteous  by  God  through  faith.  Our  kinship  to  God 
does  not  come  through  works  or  lineage,  but  through  per¬ 
sonal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Abraham:  made  right  with  God  through  faith,  not  law 
(4:13-15).  What  about  God’s  promise  to  Ab  and  his 
offspring  that  he  would  be  heir  to  the  world?  i  aul  says  that 
the  promise  did  not  come  through  law,  “but  through  foe 
righteousness  that  comes  by  faith”  (v.  13).  Faith  is  the  only 
way  a  person  can  respond  to  God’s  grace.  Will  you  respond 
today  to  God’s  offer  of  salvation  and  be  justified  by  fiuth? 

Raddin  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 


A  dog  of  a  sermon:  the  parable 
of  “Wink”  illustrates  God’s  love 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

PRESTONSBURG,  Ky.  (BP)  —  And  just  as  Holloway  washed  what  he  could  do  —  chase  chick- 
It  was  a  “dog”  of  a  sermon,  but  the  dog  to  make  him  as  clean  as  ens  —  he  did  very  well,  Holloway 
Dale  Holloway  used  the  bite  of  dry  possible,  Jesus  washes  his  lost  said. 

humor  to  make  a  serious  point  sheep  completely  of  their  sins,  be  But  Wink  had  one  fatal  flaw,  he 
about  God’s  love.  said.  said.  Wink  liked  to  chase  cars. 

Holloway,  national  consultant  Holloway  said  be  quickly  want-  One  day  Wink  saw  a  ’38  Chevy, 
for  bivocational  ministries  in  the  ed  to  feed  Wink,  and  that’s  the  chased  it  and  caught  it,  Holloway 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  way  God  treats  those  in  his  care,  related.  “Wink  didn’t  need  a  car. 
spoke  about  “My  Dog  Wink”  dur-  “God  loves  me  and  feeds  me  a  lot  He  didn’t  know  what  to  do  with 
ing  one  session  of  the  Kentucky  more  food  than  I  need.”  one.” 

Baptist  Convention’s  fall  evange-  Further,  Wink  soon  knew  his  But  that  desire  to  catch  some- 

lism  conference.  master’s  voice  and  responded  to  it,  thing  he  didn’t  need  led  to  cata- 

Holloway  told  the  story  of  find-  Holloway  said.  And  Christians  strophe,  as  the  ’38  Chevy  hit  Wink 
ing  a  stray  dog  to  illustrate  the  bib-  should  be  the  same  way  toward  and  critically  injured  him. 
lical  parable  of  the  lost  sheep  Jesus,  he  added.  “Does  your  voice  That’s  another  lesson  Christians 
recorded  in  Luke  13.  Jesus  told  the  sound  like  you  belong  to  Jesus?  should  learn  from  Wink,  Holloway 
parable  to  explain  his  love  for  Do  people  look  at  you  and  say,  said.  “What  are  you  chasing 
every  person.  ‘He  belongs  to  Jesus’?”  today?  Sometimes  the  things  we 

Wink,  Holloway  explained,  was  Wink  was  always  faithful  to  his  chase  may  be  fatal  —  fatal  to  our 
a  stray  dog  with  an  odd  coloring  master,  which  is  more  than  Jesus  Christian  witness  or  to  our  mar- 
and  one  eye  that  always  looked  can  say  for  most  Christians,  Hoi-  riage.” 

like  he  was  winking.  Just  as  Jesus  loway  continued.  “Most  dogs  are  Editor’s  Note:  Holloway 
cares  for  people  who  have  strayed,  mote  faithful  to  their  masters  than  makes  his  home  in  Florence, 
Holloway  cared  for  his  newfound  most  Christians  are  to  their  Lord.”  Miss- 

dog,  he  said.  Wink  didn’t  have  many  gifts,  but  Wingfield  writes  for  HMB. 

CLAUDE  KING  RESIGNS  POST  TO  WRITE  ON  AWAKEN-  PatvhV4100i  -i  rrh 

ING:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Out  of  “a  sense  of  emergency”  for  the  need  VXF63X  Kj  OH1II11 SS10H  J3r©£LK 
of  spiritual  awakening  in  America,  Claude  King  has  resigned  his  super-  u 

full  attention  to  writing  materials  on  the  subject.  King,  supervisor  of  the  third  phase  targets  14,000  churches 

LIFE  support  unit  in  the  board  s  discipleship  and  family  development  0  7 

division,  has  agreed  to  write  “A  Fresh  Encounter  with  God:  God’s  Pat-  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  More  the  Sunday  School  Board,  primary  Commission  Breakthrough  pro- 
tem  for  Revival”  in  conjunction  with  Henry  Blackaby,  director  of  prayer  than  3,000  churches  have  begun  focus  for  implementation  is  with  ject,  a  consultant  is  assigned.  The 

and  spiritual  awakening  at  the  Home  Mission  Board.  They  hope  to  have  customized  growth  projects  state  conventions  which  are  consultant  assesses  the  church’s 

the  materials  published  by  April  1993  and  promote  their  use  in  simulta-  through  Great  Commission  Break-  matching  churches  and  consul-  Sunday  School  program  prior  to  a 

neous  revivals  to  be  held  in  many  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  1993.  through,  but  that  number  is  expect-  tants,  Bure  ham  said.  three-day  session  where  church 

ed  to  swell  to  14,000  by  Septem-  In  Mississippi,  for  example,  leaders  evaluate  die  church’s  com¬ 

ber  1993,  according  to  planners  at  more  than  100  consultants  have  mitment  and  plan  for  growth,  he 
JAMES  JORDAN  RESIGNS  FROM  SHORTER  COLLEGE:  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  been  trained  and  have  assignments  said. 

ROME,  Ga.  (BP) — James  Jordan,  president  of  Shorter  College  the  past  Great  Commission  Breakthrough  for  churches,  Burcham  said.  Great  Commission  Breakthrough 

five  years,  resigned  Oct.  2,  citing  differences  in  administrative  philoso-  provides  individualized  growth  Although  the  implementation  involves  the  pastor  as  leader  in 
phy  and  style  and  other  personal  reasons.  Jordan  is  president  of  the  planning,  training  and  consultation  phase  is  beginning  in  October,  growth  planning,  Burcham  said. 
Southern  Baptist  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools,  vice  president  of  focused  on  developing  the  Sunday  training  sessions  will  continue  “The  project  can  make  a  pastor’s 
the  Association  of  Private  Colleges  and  Universities  in  Georgia  and  School,  said  Ait  Burcham,  manag-.  with  a  goal  of  training  7,000  con-  future  at  a  church.  The  pastor 
president-elect  of  the  Georgia  Association  of  Colleges.  “We  are  grate-  er  of  the  church  growth  projects  sultants  by  September  1995,  Bur-  needs  to  be  at  the  heart  of  what  the 

fid*  Austin  Moses,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees,  states,  “for  these  section  in  the  church  growth-Sun-  cham  said.  church  is  doing  in  Sunday 

five  good  years,  and  wish  for  Dr.  Jordan  the  very  best  in  the  future.”  day  School  division.  Each  consultant  is  encouraged  to  School” 

During  the  pilot  and  training  work  with  at  least  two  churches  to  As  the  church  implements 
phases,  2,250  consultants  have  reach  the  goal  of  14,000  churches  changes  to  develop  Sunday  School 
CHINESE  BAPTISMS  TAKE  TWO  DAYS:  XUZHOU,  China  —  It  been  trained,  Burcham  said.  While  by  1995.  growth,  the  consultant  continues  to 

took  two  days  and  extra  pastors  from  nearby  cities  to  baptize  417  new  the  project  has  been  developed  by  Once  a  church  enters  the  Great  assist  the  church,  Burcham  said, 
members  of  Xuzhou  Christian  Church  in  Jiangsu  province  during  recent 
services.  Southern  Baptist  visitors  Charles  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Ray  of 
Purvis  watched  believers  stream  into  the  church  for  the  second  baptism 
service.  They  said  the  new  Christians  were  obviously  moved  by  the 
experience  despite  “the  noise  and  commotion”  generated  by  the  throng 
attending  the  service.  “It  was  amazing,”  Mrs.  Ray  said.  “Even  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  large  crowd,  it  seemed  to  be  a  meaningful,  personal 
event  for  each  one.”  A  church  leader  said  the  baptisms  put  membership 
there  at  “something  close  to  1,500.”  He  attributes  the  influx  of  new 
believers  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  “We  have  no  other  explanation,”  he  said. 

The  Rays  teach  at  the  China  University  of  Mining  and  Technology  in 
Xuzhou  under  the  sponsorship  of  Cooperative  Services  International,  a 
Southern  Baptist  aid  organization. 


HOW  MANY  BAPTISTS  DRINK?  STUDIES  REFLECT  WIDE 
RANGE:  —  In  a  1986  study  of  Southern  Baptists  by  National  Family 
Research,  more  than  1,000  Southern  Baptists  answered  a  questionnaire 
on  societal  and  denominational  issues;  40%  said  they  occasionally  use 
alcoholic  beverages,  compared  to  69%  of  “other  Protestants”  and  81.8% 
of  Catholics.  A  1987  Gallup  poll  found  that  51%  of  Southern  Baptists 
drink,  again  the  lowest  percentage  among  major  denominations. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Nine  1893-Dec.  1914;  three  fields 
men  have  led  the  Foreign  Mission  entered. 

Board  since  1846.  James  F.  Love,  June  1915-May 

The  chief  executive  has  been  1928;  three  fields  entered, 
designated  by  different  terms,  T.  Bronson  Ray,  Oct  1929-Dec. 
including  corresponding  secretary,  1932;  no  new  fields  entered, 
executive  secretary,  executive  Charles  E.  Maddry,  Jan.  1933- 
director,  and  president.  Dec.  1944;  two  fields  entered. 

It  took  a  year  to  find  the  first  M.  Theron  Rankin,  Jan.  1945- 
corresponding  secretary.  The  first  June  27, 1953;  20  fields  entered, 
man  chosen  when  the  board  was  Baker  James  Cauthen,  Oct. 
founded  in  1845  was  C.D.  Mai-  1953-Dec.  1979;  67  fields  entered, 
lary,  who  declined  for  health  rea-  R.  Keith  Parks,  Jan.  1980-Oct. 
sons  and  prior  commitments.  Four  1992;  40  fields  entered.  * 
others  elected  to  the  office  *  TTie  pace  of  new  fields  entered 
declined.  At  the  1846  convention  was  faster  during  Parks’  presiden- 
in  Richmond,  James  B.  Taylor  was  cy  than  during  any  other  executive 
unanimously  elected.  tenure,  averaging  one  new  field 

The  executives,  their  length  of  every  3.8  months,  compared,  for 
tenure  and  the  number  of  mission  example,  to  one  every  4.7  months 
fields  entered  during  each  tenure  during  the  term  of  Baker  James 
include:  Cauthen.  In  addition,  during  the 

James  B.  Taylor,  June  1846-Dec.  Parks’  presidency  service  was  pro- 
1871;  four  mission  fields  entered.  vided  to  more  than  10  other  coun- 
Henry  Allen  Tupper,  Feb.  1872-  tries  without  official  designation, 
June  1893;  three  fields  entered.  since  missionaries  cannot  be 
Robert  J.  Willingham,  Sept,  assigned  there. 
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